
The Journal of the  
Midwest Modern Language Association

Editors
Jason Arthur

Rockhurst University

Erika Behrisch Elce 
Royal Military College of Canada

Editorial Assistant
Jenny Frey

Loyola University Chicago

Editorial Committee
 

 
 

The MMLA Journal
The Journal, formerly the Bulletin, is published bi-annually at the Executive Offices of the 
Midwest Modern Language Association at Loyola University Chicago. Authors of manuscripts 
and book reviews published in the Journal must be members of the MMLA. Officers and 
members of the Executive Committee serve as the Editorial Board.

Statement of Editorial Policy
The Journal is published as a service to MMLA members, who are encouraged to submit articles 
on special topics announced in advance on the web site and in the Journal.

Fall 2016 | Volume 49 | Number 2

Published in Association with Loyola University Chicago

Copyright © 2016 by the Midwest Modern Language Association

Cover and graphic design by Christopher Martiniano

Andrea Knutson
Oakland University

Hillary Nunn
University of Akron

Christopher Kendrick
Loyola University Chicago

Emily Lutenski
Saint Louis University

Kathryn Dolan
Missouri University of 
Science and Technology

Arline Cravens
Saint Louis University



P R E S I D E N T:  	 Emily Lutenski, Saint Louis University
VICE PRESIDENT:  	 Emily Isaacson, Heidelburg University
E X E C U T I V E 	
D I R E C T O R :  	 Christopher Kendrick, Loyola University Chicago

S U B S C R I P T I O N 
A N D  P R O D U C T I O N
C O O R D I N AT O R : 	 Linda Winnard, Loyola University Chicago

E X E C U T I V E
C O M M I T T E E : 	 Jason Arthur, Rockhurst University 
		
	 Erika Behrisch Elce, Royal Military College of Canada
		
	 Arline Cravens, Saint Louis University 
		
	 Rachel Greenwald Smith, Saint Louis University 
		
	 Andrea Knutson, Oakland University
		
	 Matthew Barbee, Sierra Heights University
 
	 Hillary Nunn, University of Akron

M E M B E R S H I P  I N F O R M AT I O N
For a one-year membership in the Association, which includes subscription to the MMLA Journal, dues 
are: $70 for full professors and administrative personnel; $65 for associate professors; $55 for assistant 
professors and schoolteachers; $35 for adjunct and part-time faculty; $30 for students, retired, and 
unemployed persons; and $90 for joint members. For a two-year membership, dues are: $135 for full 
professors and administrative personnel; $125 for associate professors; $105 for assistant professors 
and schoolteachers; and $170 for joint members. For a three-year membership, dues are: $195 for full 
professors and administrative personnel; $180 for associate professors; $150 for assistant professors and 
schoolteachers; and $250 for joint members. Sustaining members contribute $135 per year, supporting 
members $85 per year. Departmental memberships are $200 for one year, $350 for two years, and $525 for 
three years. Membership in the MMLA is for the fiscal year that begins on July 1 of the current year and 
ends on June 30 of the following year. Payment of membership dues does not constitute payment of the 
meeting registration. For appropriate forms, see the MMLA website at www.luc.edu/mmla.

B U S I N E S S  I N Q U I R I E S
All communications including matters concerning address changes, advertising, permissions and 
subscriptions should be directed to the Midwest Modern Language Association, Department of English, 
Loyola University Chicago, 1032 W. Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660. Phone calls may be made to 
(773) 508-6057; our e-mail address is mmla@luc.edu; our fax number is 773-508-8696; and our website 
is www.luc.edu/mmla.



A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S  |  F A L L  2 0 1 6  |  V O L U M E  4 9  |  N U M B E R  2

Introduction: Arts & Sciences
Erika Behrisch Elce

Grounding Miasma, or Anticipating the Germ 
Theory of Disease in Victorian Cholera Satire
Wietske Smeele

Uncanny Anatomies/ Figures of Wax
Melissa Bailar

Feeble Gods and Flawed Bioheroes: The Walking 
Dead’s Fictional Dr. Edwin Jenner and the Real CDC
Kristine Larsen

A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S
FALL 2016 | VOLUME 49 | NUMBER 2

GUEST EDITORS: Andrea Knutson, Oakland University
 Kathryn Dolan, Missouri University of Science and Technology

7

15

29

55



85

111

The Impossible “Pure Scientist:” Travel, 
Representation, and the Self in Louis MacNeice’s  
I Crossed the Minch
Shannon Derby

“Quel étranger ici ne se sent pas chez lui?”: Leïla 
Marouane and the Pathology of Failed Integration
Maria Vendetti

“It’s Painful to See Them Think”: Wharton, Fin de 
Siècle Science, and the Authentication of Female 
Intelligence
Sheila Liming

The Scientization of Creativity: “Innovate or die!”
Chris Martiniano161

137



A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S  |  F A L L  2 0 1 6  |  V O L U M E  4 9  |  N U M B E R  2

191

221

Book Reviews

Adapted Brains and Imaginary Worlds: Cognitive Science and the 
Literature of the Renaissance. (Emily Ruth Isaacson)

The Secret History of Wonder Woman. (Leila McNeill

Richard Ford and the Ends of Realism. (Jonathan Pountney)

The Meanings of J. Robert Oppenheimer. (Anna Reser)

Optical Impersonality: Science, Images, and Literary Modernism 
(Mark Schiebe)

Forensic Science in Contemporary American Popular Culture: Gender, 
Crime, and Science. (Dana Schumacher-Schmidt)

The Poetics of Information Overload: From Gertrude Stein to 
Conceptual Writing.

The Poetics of Information Overload: From Gertrude Stein to 
Conceptual Writing (Carl Watts)

Notes on Contributors




